Prevalence of staphylococcal species in four dairy herds.
The prevalence of staphylococcal species isolated from bovine mammary glands was determined in four dairy herds. Staphylococcus aureus and S hyicus were the predominant organisms isolated from cows in a herd with a bulk milk somatic cell count (SCC) greater than 900 X 10(3). One herd with a bulk milk SCC of 565 X 10(3) had a high incidence of S aureus while the predominant coagulase-negative species were S epidermidis and S hyicus. S hyicus predominated in two herds with bulk milk SCC less than 200 X 10(3); prevalence of S aureus was low. The impact of herd management practices such as post-milking teat antisepsis on distribution of staphylococcal species is discussed.